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The Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Association: Friends of Harmers Haven welcomes the 

opportunity to comment on Amendment C93 to the Bass Coast Planning Scheme. 

The Association was established in 1999 in response to community concerns about the potential 

impacts of further residential development in the Harmers Haven and nearby coastal areas.  The 

Association is an incorporated body and membership is open to all Harmers Haven residents and 

ratepayers.  

The Friends of Harmers Haven is a sub-group of the Association whose activities are focussed on 

issues affecting the Harmers Haven foreshore. The Friends group continues the work formerly 

undertaken by members of the Harmers Haven Foreshore Committee in supporting  the effective 

management and protection of the Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve. 

Harmers Haven 

The Association supports the amendment to Clause 21.10 of the Bass Coast Planning Scheme to 

allow the implementation of the recommendations of the Bass Coast Strategic Planning Framework 

2008 to: 

• Retain the existing town boundaries of Harmers Haven 

The Association was active in opposing the re-zoning of the land to the north of Viminaria Road for 

residential development on the basis on the environmental impacts of population growth and the 

potential of such enlargement to change the nature of the settlement. 

Harmers Haven is the smallest of the “activity nodes” considered in the Strategic Planning 

Framework  and, as that document notes, this “intimate” scale defines its character.  At the same 

time, its relatively small size means that pressure on the adjacent foreshore reserve is mimimised. 

Some population growth in HH in coming years can already be expected as settlement on the north 

side of Viminaria Road occurs and as ratepayers who currently use their houses for holiday purposes 

retire and spend more time in the area. Such developments will of themselves pose new challenges 

to the existing character of the area and to the management of the foreshore reserve. The proposed 

retention of the existing boundaries will, however, help limit the impacts of such increases in 

population densities. 



• Require that development of the north of Viminaria Road be consonant with the existing 

built form character of the settlement. 

The Association supports the recommendations of the Strategic Planning Framework that any new 

residential development be in keeping with the dominant built form of the current settlement in 

relation to building scale and design, building materials and landscaping. 

• Protect and enhance indigenous vegetation along road reserves and to retain the informal 

character of existing roads. 

Works associated with the development of the north side of Viminaria Road involved the removal of  

indigenous roadside vegetation which has still only partially recovered. Apart from contributing to 

the character of the settlement, this vegetation constitutes part of the habitat for a number of 

species, from frogs through the wombats and including the rare swamp echidnus.  The Association 

believes that the protection and enhancement of all remnant vegetation in the area must be given a 

high priority. 

Retention of the informal (i.e. unsealed and winding) character of Viminaria Road will also support  

such environmental objectives. Not only will it prevent the further removal of vegetation that 

sealing, straightening and widening would involve but it will help keep traffic to a modest pace and 

so minimise the risk to wildlife that use the corridors from the coastal reserve to the current rural 

land. 

Cape Paterson 

The Association does not support the incorporation into the Bass Coast Planning Scheme of the 

amendments to the original  Bass Coast Strategic Planning Framework that will allow the Farming 

Zone land west of the existing Cape Paterson Settlement to become a Comprehensive Development 

Zone. 

As the Association has previously submitted in response to Amendment C53, the extension of the 

Cape Paterson town boundaries to allow for further residential development to the west: 

• Is contrary to the principles and intent of the Victorian Coastal Strategy, the Bass Coast 

Strategic Coastal Framework Review (the Framework) and Parks Victoria’s Management Plan 

for the Bunurong coast, all of which support the objective of preventing strip development 

along the coast. 

• Is prejudicial to the goal of protecting and enhancing environmental values in the area. It 

ignores the close proximity of the proposed 200 dwellings to the Bunurong Marine and 

Coastal Park and the Harmers Haven Flora and Fauna Reserve which have high conservation, 

historical, environmental, heritage and cultural significance. 

Bunurong Coastal Trail 

The Association is also concerned about the appearance in the structure plans for Harmers Haven 

and Cape Paterson of what seems to be an unbroken coastal “trail” (possibly a bike path) through 

the Bunurong Marine and Coastal Park and the Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve (and beyond to the 

Wonthaggi heathland). 



The Association appreciates that walkers will wish to continue to have access to these areas, as they 

do currently. However, an uninterrupted walk from, say, Cape Paterson through to the heathland (or 

along the coast to the mouth of the Powlett and beyond) is only possible at certain tides unless new 

pathways set back in the foreshore are created. Needless to say, the creation of such pathways, 

especially ones suitable for bikes, would be highly intrusive and certainly detrimental to the fragile 

environment of the dunes, already subject to erosion. 

It must also be questioned whether the facilitation of such access would be consonant with the 

objective of preserving endangered species such as the Hooded Plover.   
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