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September 2011 Newsletter

Hello Everyone,

It’s a beautiful spring down at Harmers and the ti-tree and melaleuca blossoms are
like a carpet of snow. It’s unusual for us to bring out a mid-year newsletter like this,
but we got some good feedback about the last couple of newsletters with residents
liking the idea of being kept up to date and there has been quite a bit of activity since
our Easter AGM that we would like to report on.

Weed Control and Revegetation — Opportunity to bring your family
along for a fun Community Weeding Day…chopping down (introduced) trees!

One of our biggest concerns about pest plants is the continuing presence of
large numbers of boneseed, mirror bush and pittosporum trees. Now is a good time
to be tackling these plants because the boneseed is in full bloom and is easily
recognisable, and it needs to be cut down prior to seeding. We are proposing a
community weeding morning on Sunday October 9th followed by a BBQ at 56
Viminaria Rd, with another weeding day on Sunday 30th October (Sunday of the Cup-
Day weekend), with a BBQ at 10 Viminaria Rd. Hope you can join us on either or
both of those days. Please contact Rosemary Paterson
<rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com> if you’d like to join us — they’re always fun days
for kids & adults alike, and educative re plant identification.

Weed control is important as introduced plants will out compete many of the
indigenous species. Part of our previous Caring for Country grant was used to
employ professionals Simon and April who have focussed on errant arum lilies that
have escaped previous spraying and attacking the infestations of dolicus (purple
flower with ivy like leaves) along the fire track. Their previous work in controlling
kikuya grass at the eastern end of the fire track behind houses on Berrys Rd has
been good and has allowed native grasses and other plants to re-establish a
presence.

Fox and feral cat control — Protecting our Wildlife and Hooded Plovers

Since Easter 2011 there have been two more trapping pulses in June and August.
This has resulted in the removal of 11 foxes (8 dog foxes and 3 vixens). All foxes
were old enough to breed this season so the 3 vixens in particular were valuable
catches in the overall soft jaw fox trapping program, and we’re hoping for a quieter
breeding season this year. Peter Wright, the fox trapper, reports that there is plenty
of evidence of small mammal activity around the heath and bracken areas on the
heathlands, particularly scratching and burrowing typical of swamp rats and perhaps
antechinus. So he anticipates that the small mammal trapping will have good results
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later this year. Hopefully we are also pulling some foxes in from the foreshore and
this will also help with the Hooded Plover breeding.

For those interested in the mammal surveying on the heathlands, the soft-jaw fox
trapping program, and last season’s hooded plover count, visit the Harmers Haven
website: http://harmershaven.org.au and read a more lengthy report about these
activities.

To complement the fox trapping we will also re-introduce feral cat trapping at
Harmers Haven. Some years ago the Foreshore Committee trialled cage cat-
trapping along Viminaria Rd and we trapped around 50 feral cats in less than two
years. Yes, that’s a lot of feral cats causing havoc with birds and small mammals.
We have now purchased cage cat traps that will be placed at strategic locations
around Harmers Haven’s coastal foreshore and the Heathlands where cats are not
permitted to roam. Any cat caught in a cage will be transported to the Bass Coast
Shire Pound, and if it’s chipped and registered the owner will be given a call. If the
feral cat is not registered and chipped it will be humanely euthanised.

Building a boardwalk/bridge across Coal Creek

The bridge construction across Coal Creek is well underway. It is likely to be
completed some time in October, and the access paths to the beach and back to the
car park should be completed prior to the Christmas holiday period. You may have
noticed the Mabcon construction site as you come into the Old Boiler Rd car park
and the fact that the path down to Coal Creek has been widened to allow access to
machinery. We expect this track to revegetate naturally within several months, and
the vegetation damage caused to the edge of the creek will also recover quite
quickly.

Photos taken 16.9.11

Viminaria Road…what needs to be done to care for our road and its verges?

John Old & Anne Berman walked along the road with Lukretia (Luke) Svoza &
Margaret Fox, Planning Liaison and Enforcement Officers from Bass Coast Shire on
Tues 26 July 2011, to discuss several issues of concern to residents: the triangle of
land at the western end of Viminaria Rd that was reserved for public use following
the subdivision of the Ware land; revegetation of roadside verges; and Olearia Rd.
car park. The HHRRG has had some discussion about the preferred option of
revegetating the triangle of land at the western end of Viminaria Rd and adding it to
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the foreshore reserve, but the future of this parcel of land remains uncertain.
Wouldn’t it be great if we could turn it into a miniature botanical parklands with labels
on a diverse range of indigenous plants endemic to our foreshore — better than a
toilet block! As a result of the Council walk around a works request has been put into
the Council to fill in pot-holes on the road leading into the car park and within the car
park itself. The Planning Liaison and Enforcement Officers are also following up
who’s responsible for roadside weeds and the potential of weeds (eg kikuyu grass) to
block culverts.

Exciting new coastal research project that you can participate in:

‘Just how bad are coastal weeds: assessing geo-eco-psycho-socio-economic
impacts’ project by The University of Melbourne.

This project will collate existing information on the impacts of invasive coastal
plants in Australasia and undertake formal research on impacts that have received
the least attention. Research will be conducted by a multi-disciplinary team,
including ecology, economics, psychology, sociology and geomorphology, interacting
with State Government, Catchment Management Authorities, shires and local
communities. Two detailed case studies will be conducted in Victoria (one site
includes our Harmers Haven beaches), with contrasting human pressures. Outputs
will include a document summarising the impacts of coastal invaders to inform
managers at all levels, a web site on coastal weeds, and a major research
application with a wider range of stakeholders and researchers. Outcomes will be a
better knowledge of the impacts of weeds, and the potential to build research on
coastal weeds. The project will be unique in assembling and quantifying the network
of interactions between weeds, people and our coastlines, and how these may be
affected by climate change (i.e. rising sea levels).
Over time Australia’s coastal habitats have been altered by weeds, including weeds
we introduced ourselves to combat erosion. As a result, dune systems are often
dominated by Marram grass, Wheat grass, Pyp grass, Sea Spurge, Sea rocket,
Boneseed/Bitou Bush or other weed species.
University of Melbourne researchers, in a joint project across departments (e.g.
Botany, Social Science, Geomorphology) and together with Birds Australia, want to
find out more about the impact this is having on native wildlife.
Are birds or insects using weeds for foraging, cover, roosting habitat, etc?
Are weeds harbouring introduced predators or pests?
Or are these stands of weeds devoid of life?
They need your help to find out! If you live in Victoria, SA, WA, NSW or Tasmania it
is as simple as contacting Charlotte (details below) to request an information
package, which includes: Instructions on what you need to report; A weed
identification sheet; An observation sheet to record your findings

For more information and to receive an information package please email: Charlotte
Catmur at catmurc@unimelb.edu.au <mailto:catmurc@unimelb.edu.au>

Hope to see as many of you as possible at the forthcoming community weeding
days.

Ros Eason REason@cepu.asn.au
Luisa Macmillan luisa_macmillan@yahoo.com
John Old marovichold1@bigpond.com
Helen Collyer collyer.helen@gmail.com
Amaryll Perlesz a.perlesz@latrobe.edu.au
Rosemary Paterson rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com
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From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group.


