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March, 2013

Hello Everyone,

The Easter AGM of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group

(HHRRG) will be held on Easter Sunday, the 31st March at 11.00 am,

followed by a BBQ at 86 Viminaria Rd.

This will be a great opportunity to catch up with HHRRG – Friends of Harmers

Haven activities over the last year, and to contribute to planning for

2013/2014. The guest speaker at this year’s AGM will be the Deputy Mayor, Cr

Neil Rankine, Hovell Ward. Neil is our local Councillor, and he is keen to hear

from his constituents about any issues of interest and concern. He will also be

able to inform us of Shire activities and plans for 2013. Come along on Easter

Sunday and ask any questions you like in an informal discussion.

HHRRG Activities 2012/13
Parks Victoria has again fixed the Harmers car park stairs where the chains had

loosened at the bottom, and they have placed in three additional secure steps.

Our Executive has written a letter to Council asking that our residents group

be kept informed of planning applications for properties on Viminaria Rd, in

order that residents have an opportunity to comment on such applications.

Moreover, we have requested that residents be kept informed of any Council

plans for the road or weeding or re-vegetation of the roadside verge.

Looking after our Foreshore, Estuary and Wildlife

Planting

In the final phase of our Caring for Country grant 2000 plants were planted in

2012 – so a big thank you those residents who participated in the community

planting days. Also, thank you to Rosemary from Friends of Harmers Haven,

who organised for the plants to be grown at a local nursery, and Tom & Ro

who transported them over to Harmers Haven, and to Parks Vic for supplying

planting equipment. We concentrated the planting mainly in the area around

the Coal Creek Estuary as it is a breeding area for the hooded plovers and

black fronted dotterels, and a habitat for a range of other birds, eg the royal
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and yellow-billed spoon bills, chestnut teals and the intermediate egret which

we’re sure many of you have been lucky enough to see.

Estuary watch

The Coal Creek Estuary is an important source of food and shelter for

numerous birds, some fish, frogs and aquatic invertebrates. The edges have a

wide range of plants which form an important part of the bio system – so the

fencing at the ends of the Coal Creek bridge is designed for you and your

friends and families to walk over the sand-dune at Area 23 rather than around

the edges of the estuary!

We are monitoring the estuary’s mouth as part of The Estuary Watch program

organised by The West Gippsland Water Management Authority. Photos and

berm readings are taken monthly and tide, wind and sea conditions noted.

If you are interested in taking part in Coal Creek Estuary monitoring, or

learning more about estuaries in general, contact Matt Khoury, Community

Waterways Officer, West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority,

ph: 1300 094 262 or 0408 355 541

email: mattk@wgcma.vic.gov.au

post: PO Box 1374 Traralgon 3844.

By the way, there is a great photo of our Harmers Haven estuary in the 2013

Estuary Watch calendar for August. Copies are available from Rose Herben,

email: mailto:rose.herben@ccma.vic.gov.au

Garden Agapanthus

It’s time to dead head your agapanthus to prevent their spread into the

surrounding foreshore. Autumn is also a good time to check your garden for

other environmental weeds such as coprosma, naked lady lily (pink trumpet

flower emerges before the leaves), pittosporum, blackberry, broom, boneseed,

polygala (purple pea shaped flowers)

Weed Mapping & Weed Control — Coastcare, DSE funding

HHRRG/Friends of Harmers Haven has been successful in securing a Coastcare

Victoria Community Grant 2012/2013 – “Weed mapping and weed control in

Coast Banksia Woodlands and other endangered and vulnerable EVCs at

Harmers Haven”. The $14,000 contribution from DSE and Parks Victoria will

allow for weed mapping, rare flora identification, and weed control works to

be conducted on the foreshore between Coal Creek and Wilson’s Rd.

Indigenous Design Land Management Group will also host a half day

information session in the field for interested Harmers Haven residents where

we will have an opportunity to learn about:

mailto:mattk@wgcma.vic.gov.au
mailto:rose.herben@ccma.vic.gov.au
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- the weed and rare species mapping process,

- Indigenous plant and weed identification,

- the site’s ecological values and threats, and

- possible management options to remove or control weeds.

If you are interested in attended the field day in May, 2013 (date to be

confirmed), contact Rosemary or Amaryll.

Monitoring endangered hooded plovers

So far this breeding season, three hooded plover chicks have survived and will

soon be fledging and flying off to investigate Bass Coast and other beaches in

Victoria. The breeding pair near Waterfall Creek (just east of Area 22) are still

sitting on two eggs and will hopefully hatch mid-March. This is a great result

and a big thanks to everyone who kept their dogs on leads, stayed away from

enclosures and found different pathways to the beach.

After the eggs hatch the chicks are very vulnerable as the parents do not feed

their young directly, though they do try to protect them from foxes, ravens,

magpies and unleashed dogs. The chicks roam the beach and the inter-tidal

rockshelf looking for food (including, you’ll be pleased to know, March flies!!!).

Please keep an eye out for the chicks and give them plenty of room (and don’t

pick them up in a bucket and carry them around, as a well-meaning, albeit

uninformed, beach visitor did to one of our new chicks just recently).

Up Nice and Close Project

Bass Coast Friends of Hooded Plovers Group received a grant from Birds

Australia/Caring for Country to conduct a research project – ‘Up Nice and

Close” in the 2012/2013 breeding season. Beach goers are being invited to fill

in a survey and observe the hooded plovers and their chicks through a birding

scope. For many people this has been their first opportunity to see these shy

and timid birds up close and observe their nesting behavior on the beach.

Many thought it was a great experience. An intern from the Royal Society for

the Protection of Birds from the UK, Jo Treverton, helped with the project

throughout February. The project is still being conducted at Harmers,

Kilcunda, Cape Paterson, and Inverloch so if you see a researcher on the beach

with a scope take the opportunity to have a look, show your kids, and

participate in the survey if you wish.

Looking forward to seeing you at the Easter meeting!

From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group.

To contact the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group send us a

message from the Harmers Haven website

http://harmershaven.org.au/

