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June, 2015 

 

Hello Everyone, 

For those who couldn’t make the well-attended Easter AGM of the Harmers Haven Residents & 

Ratepayers Group (HHRRG) here is a summary of our Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH) recent 

activities, and other Bass Coast news that impacts on our Harmers Haven foreshore reserve. 

 

Weed mapping, weed control & planting  

Three grants have been secured over the period 2013 to 2015, totalling $37,000, from DSE 

Coastcare, Communities for Nature & Parks Victoria, for controlling weeds and weed mapping. 

Parks Victoria, Indigenous Design Land Management and Envirogain are doing this work. We 

also offer in-kind community support for these grants (eg weeding & planting working bees).  

A successful weeding day was held in October 2014 along the western end of Harmers, which 

saw a lot of daisy, coprosma and pittosporum removed. 

 

Work has started on our 2015 Coastcare Grant, for weed control at the western end of 

Harmers (90 hectares), including removal of coprosma and pittosporum at the western end of 

the Wonthaggi Heathlands walk. Parks Victoria has now removed garden escapees on the 

foreshore close to residential fence lines. FoHH have acquired 450 plants which are now 

available for planting on the foreshore near houses, for householders to revegetate where 

weeds have been killed. The plants were sprayed in mid-April and can be removed even if they 

are still showing a bit of green. Plants with tough roots such as Agapanthus will rot down over 

time if they are too difficult to dig out now.   

 

Below is the list of plants available, so please call Rosemary on 0400 602 187 if you would 

like some of these plants for free. Plants available at 56 Viminaria rd from Thursday 4th June 

until Monday 15th June. 

 

 Banksia integrifolia Coast Banksia 10 

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia 10 

Eucalyptus prioriana Manna Gum 20 

Poa spp Tussock Grasses 30 

Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush 25 

Dianella revoluta Spreading Flax-lily 29 

Ficinia nodosa Knobby Club Rush 55 

Correa alba White Correa 30 

Viminaria juncea  Golden Spray 16 

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 25 

Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 30 

Austrodanthonia spp Wallaby Grasses 25 

Viola hederaceae Native violet 10 

Theliomena caespitosa Blue Lily 10 

Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard Heath 15 

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 5 

Pelagonium australe Native Pelagonium 40 

Diplarhena moraea Butterfly Flag 35 

Melaleuca ericifolia  Swamp Paperbark 20 

Clematis microphylla Small leaf Clematis 10 

Total  450 



 2 

2015 Spring orchids Wonthaggi Heathlands guided walk — community event to keep in mind 

Our guest speaker at the 2014 AGM was Terri Allen, a local botanist/historian/author, who 

later that afternoon took us on a guided walk at the Wonthaggi Rifle Range and showed us the 

impacts of different direct seeding methods in native plant regeneration – the revegetation 

outcomes were very impressive indeed. 

 

This year, Terri Allen has offered to run a guided walk of the Wonthaggi Heathlands, with a 

focus on all flowering flora but particularly native orchids. Spring is the best time to search for 

orchids, and depending on the amount of rain over winter we are thinking that Sunday 20th 

September, 2015 may be a good day (it’s the first week-end of the school holidays).  

Put 2.00 pm on 20th September in your diaries for an afternoon Heathlands nature walk 

(family/friends all welcome). If the orchids are not yet flowering we may have to delay the walk 

till later in spring, but if you are interested in joining us tell Rosemary or Amaryll.   

 

Monitoring endangered hooded plovers 

Eight hooded plovers fledged this year (from 56 Bass Coast nest sites & 134 eggs in total only 

7 nest sites were successful – 5.9% success from eggs laid) – which is not a good result. 

Losses attributed to high tides, ravens and foxes. Locally we had one fledged at the Coal Creek 

estuary and one on the surf beach west of Coal Point and Davis Bay.  

Thanks again to everyone for the efforts you made to care for these vulnerable and 

endangered birds. 

 

Fox control 

Friends of Bass Coast Hooded Plovers’ Coastcare funding program sponsored by Parks Victoria 

has just completed the final phase of a two phase soft-jaw fox trapping program. A contractor 

targeted Bass Coast between the Desal Plant and Wilsons Rd, Cape Paterson (including our 

Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve). All up 21 foxes were removed from our heathlands and 

coastal reserves, this will take considerable pressure off our breeding beach nesting birds in 

particular the hooded plovers who were heavily predated over the last two seasons. 

 

  Phase One;     24/2/15 – 3/3/15 resulted in 3 dog and 9 vixen fox captures. 

  Phase Two;     19/5/15 – 26/5/15  6 dog and 3 vixen captures. 

 

 Our thanks are extended to Peter Wright (fox trapper), Brian Martin (Parks Victoria), Bruce 

Atkin (DSE Coastcare) and the adjoining coastal reserve land occupiers who cooperated with 

the contractor for access. 

 

Estuary Watch 

The Coal Creek estuary continues to be monitored as part of The Estuary Watch program 

organised by The West Gippsland Water Management Authority. Estuaries are extremely 

productive and diverse environments that provide essential habitat for a wide range of marine, 

estuarine and freshwater fish species of all shapes and sizes, along with a wide range of crabs, 

shellfish, other invertebrates and rare and threatened bird species. As part of the Estuary 

Watch program last year members of Friends of Harmers Haven went on a tour up the Powlett 

River to witness estuarine and freshwater electrofishing demonstrations to learn more about 

diverse inhabitants of the Powlett River catchment area, and to think more about what lies 

within our own Coal Creek Estuary, and how it can be protected. 

 

Monitoring the mouth of our estuary is done monthly — photos and berm readings taken and 

tide, wind and sea conditions noted — and the data sent to West Gippsland Water Authority. It 

is easy to do and it would be great to have more people involved. If you would like to be 

involved in this activity training is available. Please see Rosemary if you would like to take part. 
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Join FoHH  

Friends of Harmers Haven was more formally extended at the 2015 AGM with Amanda Pearce 

and Susie Walker agreeing to come on board to support FoHH activities. If you too would  

like to take a more active role in the FoHH let us know by using the contact form on the website 

(left side of the page) at harmershaven.org.au 

 

Helen Collyer Ros Eason Luisa Macmillan John Old Rosemary Paterson Amaryll Perlesz  

For the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group. 

http://harmershaven.org.au/

