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Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group 
 Friends of Harmers Haven 

Annual General Meeting 
 
March 2016 

 
 

The Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group – Friends of Harmers Haven 2016 Annual 
General Meeting will be held on Easter Sunday, 27 March 2016 at 86 Viminaria Rd from at 
11.00 am; a BBQ will follow. The meeting is also is an opportunity to catch up with HHRRG news 
and activities and contribute to planning for the coming year 
 
This year's guest speaker is Luciano Furfaro. Well known to many Harmers people, Luciano is an 
architect who, with Susie, is planning to renovate their Harmers home. He has expert knowledge 
about best practice construction principles, likely CFA, council, state government bushfire overlay 
requirements, insurance issues and the like. Luciano will speak for 15 minutes, leaving a further 
10-15 minutes for Q&A. Given the recent fires on the Great Ocean Road and our hot, dry summer, 
Luciano’s knowledge will be invaluable to anyone thinking of renovating, building or wanting to fire 
proof their homes.  If you would like to receive emails about activities contact John Old (see below) 
 
Foreshore news 
 
The Coastcare Grant 2014 -2015 which provided funding for weed mapping, removal and control 
from Coal Creek to Coal Point is almost at its end. The mapping provided a good basis for 
targeting weeds, predominately, coprosma, pittosporum, dolichos, cape ivy, blackberry, 
agapanthus, kikuya and boneseed. 
 
To help householders replace any plants that were removed near their houses, 500 plants were 
grown for us by the Wonthaggi Seedbank & Nursery and offered to residents and ratepayers. 
Those that weren’t taken were planted by our enthusiastic volunteers during two working bees in 
late winter. These were planted along the border between houses and the foreshore reserve. 
Despite very dry conditions over winter and spring, and high temperatures and drought over 
summer, there has been a good survival rate. 
 
This autumn, the last part of the grant has been used to spray regrowth and new weeds with 
selective herbicides. Dealing with weeds is a major activity for us as we work to preserve the high 
quality remnant vegetation in the foreshore reserve. We will continue to apply for funding as it 
becomes available and hold working bees to deal with the problem.  
 
Working Bees 
 
This year we will try holding regular working bees on dates that are set well in advance. Please 
pop them in your diary because by contributing to the working bees, you get a chance to meet your 
neighbours, contribute to the health of the foreshore and learn more about plants on the coast. The 
dates are: 
Sunday 8 May, 10.00 am -12.00 pm 
Sunday 8 September, 10.00 am - 12.00 pm 
Sunday 30 October (Cup Day weekend), 10.00 am - 12.00pm 
The meeting place is the car park at end of Olearia Rd. 
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Agapanthus and other environmental weeds 
 
Now is the time to de-head any summer flowering plants in your gardens to prevent the spread of 
these plants into the foreshore. Thanks for your cooperation. 
 
In memory of Bernadette 
 
Bernadette Miles was a long-term resident of Harmers Haven and a much loved librarian at 
Wonthaggi Library. The following statement provides details of an event in her honour, to support 
for her son Dominic and to raise funds for research and treatment of cancer. 
 
“Wonthaggi Library is to hold a reception in honour of long serving staff member, Bernadette Miles, 
who passed away in late 2015 after a short battle with lung cancer. 
 
The reception, on Saturday 19 March, from 7.00pm to 8.30pm, will give Bernadette’s friends, 
family, colleagues and library patrons a chance to get together in a place that she loved and simply 
to remember her. It will also give people a chance to support her son Dominic, who is embarking 
on a major fund raising event to raise money to support the battle against this hideous disease.  
 
Dominic is entering the Tour de Cure Signature Tour 2016, which involves cycling nearly 1,500 
kilometres. For catering purposes, please contact the library on 5672 1875 or call into the library. 
To support Dominic follow the links on http://www.wgrlc.vic.gov.au.” 
 
Hoodies 
 
So far this season several hooded plover fledglings along Bass Coast have survived: this has been 
one of the most successful breeding seasons for some years. As of 5 February 2016, the Bass 
Coast count included 9 fledglings, 11 active chicks, 12 active egg nests, a total of 170 eggs at over 
37 sites, with eggs laid by 31 pairs. 
 
Harmers Haven hoodies have bred and parented successful fledglings at Wilsons Rd, the point 
south of Coal Creek and with luck, at the time of going to press there are three chicks in the Coal 
Point area and a chick at Area 21. The pair at Coal Creek lost eggs to a fox and the Waterfall 
Creek pair lost chicks, possibly to foxes also. Foxes, unleashed dogs, ravens, tides, horses, and 
people continue to be threats to successful breeding so it’s been great that a number have 
survived this breeding season. 
 
Thanks to everyone who played a part in looking after the hoodies this year by controlling dogs 
and taking care about where they walked.  Keep your eye out now for the Double Banded Plovers 
which are beginning to arrive from New Zealand. 
 
Coastal Ecology and Management Workshop for Coastal Volunteers 
This will be held at Inverloch Saturday/Sunday April 30/May 1. The program is not yet finalised but 
will include geomorphology, drones for weed mapping, boats, birds and how to get money! To put 
in an expression of interest, send an email to Bruce.Atkin@dwelp.vic.gov.au. 
 
Contacts for Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group – Friends of Harmers Haven: 
Ros Eason:  reason@cwu.org.au  Luisa Macmillan: luisa_macmillan@yahoo.com 
John Old:  marovichold1@bigpond.com Helen Collyer: collyer.helen@gmail.com   
Amaryll Perlesz: aperlesz@gmail.com Rosemary Paterson: rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com  
Amanda Pearce: Amanda.Pearce@vu.edu.au      Susie Walker: furfarowalker@netspace.net.au 
 
From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group – Friends of 
Harmers Haven members. 
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