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Harmer’s Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group

Minutes of meeting of AGM
11am Sunday 27 March 2016, 86 Viminaria Road

Present: Ros Eason, Rosemary Paterson, Tom Paterson, Amaryll Perlesz, Diana
McLachlan, Val Grant, John Old, Dave Lane, Maria Zerella, Aneta Marovich, Kevin
Simpson, Deb Simpson, Bev Shaw, Amanda Pearce, Susie Walker, Luciano Furfaro,
Meryle Findlay, Helen Collyer, Helen and John Laing, Mark Levy, Ian and Pam
Corcoran. (23 attendees)
.
Apologies: Ged Kearney, Leigh Hubbard, Luisa Macmillan, Richard Tanter, Annamarie
Perlesz, Ron Thomas, Jesse and Bibi, Judy and Terry Pedersen.

1 Welcome

Ros welcomed all attendees. A round of introductions was carried out.

2. Minutes of previous AGM, 2012

Minutes confirmed. Moved Maria Zerella, seconded Aneta Marovich .

3 Business arising

Will be dealt with as it arises in course of reports below

4 President’s Report

No issues at present. Ros remarked that this reflects fact that we are not at present
involved in any local controversies around development issues, for example, and that
our main activities are carried out through the Friends subcommittee, as reported below.

5 Secretary’s Report

Nothing to report. Routine activities only.

6 Treasurer’s Report

Amaryll spoke to the circulated treasurer’s report, in Luisa’s absence. Amaryll tabled the
statement of income and expenditure for the calendar year 2015, our financial year.
Balance at 31/12/15 was $13,114.90. As usual most of this is grant money needing to be
expended in the current year. The unallocated amount we have in hand is $1047.90.
There were no questions asked from the floor.
The meeting through the chair extended formal thanks to the treasurer Luisa Macmillan
and to those who had assisted her, for all the work around managing our funds
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7 Report of Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH)

Rosemary presented the report. Weeding on the foreshore is our primary focus at
present, along with planting. Weeding is mostly carried out for us by Envirogain. Much
of this was carried out in the creek area, Waterfall Gully, this year. There is an ongoing
need to secure funding to continue weeding, to preserve the foreshore’s high value
remnant coastal vegetation.
Two planting working bees were carried out in the past year. Despite the drought, about
50% of the plantings appear to have survived.

Working bees: Three working bees are planned for this year. Dates are 8 May, 18
September, and 30 October. These are all Sundays, each time the start is at 10 am,
and from Olearia Rd car park.

Beach litter can be a problem at times. We are currently seeking a grant to do some
work on this, which would be an art related activity, ie making artworks out of beach
litter.

Volunteer Workshops Members may be interested in the program of Coastal
Management Volunteer Workshops, managed by Bruce Atkin of the Department of Sport
and Environment. These involve excursions focussed on topics such as dinosaur fossils,
invasive crabs, volcanoes. The next one is on 30 April/1 May, and will deal with
geomorphology, drones for weed mapping, boats, birds, securing grants, and other
matters. Contact is Bruce.Atkin@dwelp.vic.gov.au

Drones for weed mapping Jesse Sago, an HH resident, has been experimenting with
the possible use of drones for weed mapping in inaccessible areas of the foreshore, in
cooperation with Simon Herrick from Envirogain.

Fox control. Some funding has become available for fox control, and we will apply.
Apart from obvious benefits for the hooded plovers, this would be aimed at enhancing
chances of survival of the Southern Brown Bandicoots. In discussion Amanda Pearce
reported possible sighting of a bandicoot, and Lisa from No 2 Viminaria Road may also
have sighted some.

Hooded plovers. Overall, for the whole area from San Remo to Inverloch, it was the
most successful year since 2005, with 22 fledglings. So that was great.
However, none survived at Harmers Haven itself. Three chicks were lost from Waterfall
Gully.
One was fledged at Coal Point, and three fledged on the surf beach west of Coal Point
and Davis Bay.

8 Acceptance of reports

A motion was passed that all the above reports be accepted. Moved Susie Walker,
seconded Dave Lane.

9 Election of office bearers for 2014

President declared all positions spilled.
All incumbents were willing to re-stand, and there were no new nominations. A motion was
therefore passed that all positions be rolled over. Proposed Diana McLachlan, seconded
Dave Lane.
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Office bearers. President Ros Eason, Treasurer Luisa Macmillan, Secretary John Old.
Helen Collyer, Amaryll Perlesz, Rosemary Patterson are also on Executive.
Rosemary, Amaryll and Luisa to continue as Friends Sub-committee. Friends main focus
is grants, but they also deal with newsletter and organisation of community days
Any other interested members invited to join the Executive or the Friends Sub-committee
group.

9 Any other business

Camping on foreshore
There have been recent cases of attempted camping on the foreshore, by groups who
for example were planning to light substantial campfires. Fire danger is the main issue.
Others include probable damage to vegetation through gathering of firewood, litter, and
privacy issues. General feeling of meeting was opposed to the practice of camping on
the foreshore.
In recent cases both the police and the Council Ranger came out in response to calls
from residents.
Parks Victoria has also undertaken to put up a No Camping sign.
Action. Members should report all cases to the local police, who may deal with it
themselves or else refer members to the Ranger. Besides addressing particular
instances, reports will help build up a picture of the frequency of occurrences.

Poaching
If anyone is concerned that groups or individuals may be poaching abalone or other fish
they can call Fisheries on 13FISH and Fisheries officers will come straight out to follow
up.

Meeting closed 12.00 pm. BBQ followed.


