
April, 2011

Hello Everyone,

The AGM of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group (HHRRG) will be held on
Easter Sunday, the 24th April at 11 am, followed by morning tea at 86 Viminaria Rd (Ros
Eason’s place). This will be a great opportunity to catch up with Friends of Harmers Haven
activities over the last year or so, and to contribute to planning for 2011/2012. The guest
speaker at this year’s AGM will be Steve Johnson from Friends of the Bass Coast Hooded
Plovers group. Steve has a great story to tell about the courage and fortitude of a particular
Hoodie, and of course stories to tell about nesting adventures, banding and monitoring threatened
shore birds.

Looking after our Foreshore & Wildlife

We currently have around $22,000 remaining to spend in our Caring for our Country —
Community Coastcare grant.

We also have a Coastcare Victoria Community Grant (DSE) $27,000, a Bass Coast Shire
Community Grant $4,400 and Parks Victoria matching funding of $4,400 to build a
boardwalk/bridge at Coal Creek with a probable further $20,000 from DSE just recently offered at
the time of writing.

These grants have led to the following activities:

Weed Control and Revegetation

Over the past year in the appropriate growing seasons professional pest plant controllers
have sprayed the arum lily and blackberry infestations around Waterfall Creek and adjoining
dune area. Kikuya grass and Dolicus infestations were also targeted at the Eastern end of the
firebreak. Continuing weed control will happen in these areas.

Two community weeding days were undertaken at Harmers Haven focussing on the
Polygala (31.10.10 (rained out) and 1.11.10 — 13 volunteers).

A big thank you to all those bedraggled volunteers who braved inclement conditions on
the Cup Day week-end and returned for a very successful weeding working bee.

Two additional weeding days on the Polygala and Scotch Thistles in October / November
(4 volunteers)

Concentrated Boneseed removal took place in October / November, 2010 (6 volunteers).

Fox control — Protecting our Wildlife and Hooded Plovers

A big thanks also to Peter Wright our fox trapper (our previous guest speaker at the 2010
AGM). A trapping pulse in August, 2010 was another good result with the timely removal of four
foxes (3 dog foxes & 1 vixen) which was likely to have had some impact on the breeding season.

The December 2010 pulse yielded a very good result of 14 foxes — all taken out of the
Wonthaggi Heathlands; this included 4 adult foxes and 10 pups. The adults were 2 dogs and 2
vixens and the pups 5 dogs and 5 vixens, so a very even spread of sexes.



Although the numbers were high on the most recent pulse the lack of adult foxes still
suggests that overall numbers are down. The amount of pups caught could be the result of as
few as 3 or 4 breeding pairs and we were fortunate enough to pick most of them up. The wet
weather may also have helped our cause to some extent as we imagine the small mammals and
rodents that foxes would be hunting at this time of year may have been forced to the drier
ground.

There were quite a lot of prints visible on the tracks while laying the traps but by the end
of the pulse this had dropped off and we are confident we have had a pretty good clean out of
the area for now, however the amount of pups caught should serve as a reminder of how quickly
numbers could build up without some form of control.

Monitoring endangered Hooded Plovers

There was another outstanding result for Bass Coast this season with 17 (potentially 18) Hooded
Plover fledglings surviving. We had the highest fledgling count for the State this year. [It was a
particularly tough time for nesting shore birds because of the unusually high tides.] 19 chicks and
16 adults were banded this year. Including Phillip Island banded breeders we now have 19 of our
23 pairs of breeders indentified with leg bands/flags.

411 observations: 23 nesting pairs, 37 nests, 93 eggs, 25 chicks, 35 bandings.

A huge acknowledgement to Steve Johnson for all his work in co-ordinating the Friends of Bass
Coast Hooded Plovers and for the extraordinary work Steve does together with Birds Australia.

Building a boardwalk/bridge across Coal Creek

Following last year’s AGM where the bridge across Coal Creek was discussed and
unanimously supported, PV and HHRRG heard directly from one resident expressing concerns
about building a boardwalk/bridge across Coal Creek. The essence of this concern was
“…based on one overwhelming reason, which is that if we continue to put up structures on the
foreshore we will slowly but surely turn Harmers from a natural environment to a built
environment, and thus damage the essence of its appeal — the overriding consideration being
to preserve the essence of the place by avoiding such incremental development of the
foreshore….”

In response to this concern, informal community consultation then revealed some interest
in re-positioning the boardwalk/bridge further up Coal Creek. On August 13th, 2010 a site visit
with Friends of Harmers Haven, the Chief Ranger, the local Parks Vic (PV) ranger, DSE & the
bridge designer/engineer discussed putting the boardwalk/bridge further north up the creek.
This meeting determined that the boardwalk/bridge should remain where planned because: it is
the most direct route to the beach & folk will always follow their lines of desire to their chosen
destination; a bridge further up the creek would provide pedestrian access to the side of a steep
sand dune with a much longer trek to the beach; and that a track on the side of those sand
dunes would be very difficult to maintain (and be expensive too).

A formal community consultation was conducted on August 28th, 2010 at the Cape
Paterson Community Hall. The meeting was well advertised (eg the Sentinel Times), and all
houses at Harmers Haven were delivered notice of the meeting, and there were signs placed on
all access points to the beach. Nine residents from Harmers attended & one person from
Wonthaggi came (PV, DSE & the bridge designer were also there). Parks Vic had prepared a
power-point presentation of the proposed construction and reasons for it. The structural
engineer created, for public viewing, drawings of a virtual bridge. Everyone who came was
strongly in favour of the boardwalk/bridge.



Following the community consultation the engineer completed structural engineering
drawings and also a cost estimate in October, 2010. The PV Ranger contacted local builders
with experience in working with PV to confirm their interest in providing a quote for the job.
Several quotes received in December 2010 and March 2011 are currently under consideration.
It now seems feasible that the bridge/boardwalk will proceed as planned.

Coal Creek Monitoring

 With the assistance of West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA), and
Estuary Watch we have begin photo-point monitoring the mouth of Coal Creek.
 We have also explored ways of monitoring the water quality of Coal Creek (with Estuary
Watch & WGCMA) … watch this space!

What’s happening in 2011 & 2012
• We plan to do ongoing revegetation and pest plant control at Harmers in sensitive areas
around Waterfall Creek and the swamp area, and around the edges of Coal Creek and on
approaching sand-dunes when the boardwalk/bridge has been completed. Some of this
revegetation will extend into autumn 2012.
• The Coal Creek boardwalk/bridge and approaches are planned for construction around the
second half of 2011 & hopefully will be completed by the end of 2011 in time for the Hoodies
nesting & breeding season.
• We have funding for more fox pulses and continued trapping in the Wonthaggi Heathlands
and in areas abutting our fauna & flora reserve throughout 2011.
• We still plan to invite out a maritime archaeologist to do a guided exploration of the Artisan
wreck site — hopefully both land & sea! As well as discussing plans for preservation of the
Artisan’s remaining decking at Coal Creek.

And finally, though most significantly, do you have any thoughts on future directions about
foreshore management, and protection of our unique coast for future generations.
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