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Harmer’s Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group 

Minutes of meeting of AGM Sunday 5 April 2015 11 am, 86 
Viminaria Road 

 
Present: Ros Eason, Rosemary Paterson, Tom Patterson, Amaryll Perlesz, Diana 
McLachlan, Val Grant, John Old, Luisa Macmillan, Dave Lane, Maria Zerella, Aneta 
Marovich, Kevin Simpson, Deb Simpson, Bev Shaw, Amanda Pearce, Ged Kearney, 
Leigh Hubbard, Susie Walker, Luciano Furfaro, Chris Larner. 
. 
Apologies: Helen Collyer, Richard Tanter, Annamarie Perlesz, Meryle Findlay, Ron 
Thomas, Uli Michel,  

1 Welcome 

Ros welcomed all attendees 

2. Minutes of previous AGM, 2012 

Minutes confirmed. Moved Luciano Furfaro, seconded Bev Shaw. 

3 Business arising 

Will be dealt with as it arises in course of reports below 

4 President’s Report 

No issues at present. 

5 Secretary’s Report 

Nothing to report. Our active subcommittee, Friends of Harmers Haven manages our 
post box as most correspondence relates to grants gained, and other activities of the 
Friends. See their report below  

6 Treasurer’s Report 

Luisa tabled a statement of income and expenditure for the calendar year 2014, our 
financial year, and also the required form from Consumer Affairs. 
Balance at 31/12/14 was $14,698.16. While most of this is grant money needing to be 
expended in 20142015, we do have an extra amount of about $5000. Source of this to 
be explained in Friends Report. 
Noted that work is being done on updating member lists and subscriptions, and 
advisability of leafleting houses before next AGM, perhaps with a newsletter, to recruit 
people new to the place, as well as renewing contact with lapsed members.   

7 Report of Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH) 

Rosemary and Amaryll presented the report. Three grants have been secured over the 
period 2013 to 2015, totalling $37,000, mostly from Coast Care, for controlling weeds 
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and weed mapping. Parks Victoria, and Indigenous Design and Envirogain are doing this 
work. There has been some wormwood regrowth of treated area at eastern end of 
Harmers which is being addressed. Work is starting on the third Grant, for weed 
mapping and weed control at the western end of Harmers. There has also been work 
done on the coprosma and pittosporum on at the western end of the heath Wonthaggi 
Heathlands walk. 
Parks Victoria will be targeting weeds near houses this year. FoHH are acquiring 500 
plants which will be available for planting on foreshore near houses, for householders to 
revegetate where weeds have been killed if they wish. 
We offer in kind community support for these grants. A successful day was held in 
October 2014 along the western end of Harmers, which saw a lot of daisy, coprosma 
and pittosporum removed. 
Suggested that we include pictures of weeds on our web sites, to avoid mis-
identification. 
Action:  Rosemary to send Dave pictures of weeds for the web site. 
 
Another source of funding has been Good Neighbour Funding through Parks Victoria 
(PV). We recently got $5000 from this source, so thanks to PV, whose staff Brian Martin 
and Claire Gibson are supportive of our concerns about weeds. PV are also providing 
valuable assistance by managing our Community for Nature grant for us. 
Bruce Atkins from Department of Sustainability and Environment has also provided us 
with $5000 for further weeds work. This is the source of the $5000 mentioned in the 
treasurer’s report above.  
 
NB regarding the triangle of land at the end of Viminaria Road set aside for public 
purposes as part of the Ware subdivision, we need to keep our finger on the pulse of 
changes in Native Vegetation Offset rules, and ensure if we can that this triangle is a 
Native Vegetation Offset Site as Council has earlier indicated it would be. One change 
has been that the previous Liberal government watered down the rules from ‘net gain’ to 
‘no net loss’. 
Luciano advised that the Town Planning Review could be an avenue to have the land 
rezoned as foreshore or parkland (if it is still zoned ‘residential’). 
Determined that the issue needs to be handled with subtlety. The Friends and perhaps 
John Old to approach Neil Rankine to discuss the issue, maybe seek to get the triangle 
on the register for native vegetation. 
 
Seven Eight hooded plovers fledged this year (from 56 Bass Coast nest sites & 134 
eggs in total only 7 nest sites were successful — 5.9% , success from eggs laid) —which 
is not a good result. Losses attributed to high tides, ravens and foxes. Locally we had 
one fledged at the Coal Creek estuary and one on the surf beach west of Coal Point and 
Davis Bay.  

8 Acceptance of reports 

A motion was passed that all the above reports be accepted. Moved Aneta Marovich, 
seconded Maria Zerella. 

9 Election of office bearers for 2014 

President declared all positions spilled. 
President Ros Eason, Treasurer Luisa Macmillan, Secretary John Old re-elected. Helen 
Collyer, Amaryll Perlesz, Rosemary Patterson re-elected to Executive. 
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Rosemary, and Amaryll and Luisa to continue as Friends Sub-committee, and will be 
joined by Susie Walker and Amanda Pearce. Friends main focus is grants, but they also 
deal with newsletter and organisation of community days  
Any other interested members invited to join the Executive. 

9 Any other business 

 
Removal of sea spurge 
Good progress noted at the eastern end of the reserve. Also it’s possible that the 
Federal Government Department of Environment funded ‘Green Army’ will may do sea 
spurge removal work. SOPAC – Friends to follow up with Rod Phillips from the Cape 
Paterson Residents & Ratepayers Association. 
 
Road dust signage 
A new sign requesting motorists to travel slowly to avoid raising dust has been attached 
by Council to an existing sign on Berrys Road, just prior to Viminaria Road turnoff. 
 
Foxes 
Kevin Simpson enquired as to whether the $5000 mentioned above could perhaps be 
used for fox control. Amaryll responded that while this money was earmarked for weed 
control there was plenty being done on fox control. A large grant for bandicoot protection 
has been made, involving fox control. In addition Parks Victoria (PV) are doing some 
work, and there is also some fox control associated with the Desal plant. Peter Wright 
recently reported capture of 12 foxes. There is also a new grant for fox control on the 
heathlands. Note also that cat cages for trapping feral cats are available from Amaryll. 
 
Poaching 
If anyone is concerned that groups or individuals may be poaching abalone or other fish 
they can call Fisheries on 13FISH and Fisheries officers will come straight out to follow 
up. 
  
Meeting closed 12.00 pm. BBQ followed.  


