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The Harmers Haven Residents &Ratepayers Group (HHRRG)  
Newsletter April 2018 

 
Hello Everyone, 
Yes, we are having our Easter AGM on Sunday, April 1st — no joke! Hope you can make it 
— regulars & new residents at Harmers Haven, all welcome. The Harmers Haven Residents 
& Ratepayers Group (HHRRG) AGM will be held at 86 Viminaria Rd at 11am, followed by a 
BBQ. 
 
Meeting with Parks Victoria & CFA to discuss fire management at Harmers Haven 
On Tuesday 27 March, 2018 HHRRG reps Ros Eason, John Old and Dave Lane met with 
Brian Martin of Parks Vic and Pete Walters from Wonthaggi CFA. HHRRG arranged the 
meeting because some members were concerned at the extent of (unannounced) clearing 
work carried out by Parks Vic in late November 2017 along the track on the foreshore in front 
of the houses at the western end of Harmers Haven. What had been a winding and shady 
track, already wide enough for smaller vehicles to go along if necessary, had been converted 
into a wide open space devoid of shade and wide enough for a large truck to traverse. 
 
We were concerned because in an exchange of letters, Parks Vic suggested the clearing 
was for fire truck access, but members who attended a CFA meeting in Wonthaggi on fire 
safety at Harmers Haven in November 2013 were specifically told that in the event of a fire 
the CFA would not use such tracks because of the danger to crews and equipment. In the 
light of these conflicting positions it seemed useful to get the various parties together. 
 
HHRRG representatives were broadly satisfied with the outcome of the meeting. We made 
the point that householders at Harmers Haven valued the secluded and natural environment 
there, and did not want to see the incremental extension of vehicle tracks on the foreshore in 
front of the houses, which longer term might result in the establishment of a road all the way 
along in front of the houses. Nor did we want other clearing that could alter the entire 
character of the place, if carried too far. 
 
Brian and Peter acknowledged these concerns, but for their part said that depending on 
conditions their smaller firefighting units would use these tracks, for example if a small fire 
started on the foreshore and they could get in and put it out before it got any bigger. We in 
turn accepted these points. Brian also undertook to notify us by phone if any similar work 
was planned in future. 
 
Friends of Harmers Haven 
Over the last five years Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH) has secured grants totalling 
$103,735, from DSE Coastcare, Communities for Nature, DELWP (Biodiversity On-Ground 
Action), Birdlife Australia, Bass Coast Shire Council & Parks Victoria, for controlling weeds, 
ground weed mapping, aerial weed surveying, planting indigenous plants, a beach litter art 
show and marine pollution educational event, and protection of beach-nesting shorebirds (ie 
Hooded Plovers).  
 
The Kilcunda-Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve is 180 HA and as you can image a lot of 
work goes into weed control and revegetation, particularly as recreational visitation to our 
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Bass Coast foreshore & beaches continues to increase. FoHH would like to thank our 
funders (see above), and all our major project partners including Envirogain, Victorian 
Unmanned Aerial Systems, South Gippsland Conservation Society, Friends of Bass Coast 
Hooded Plovers, Bunurong Coast Education & Wonthaggi Seedbank. 
 
You may or may not be aware that our coastal habitat has a high diversity of vegetation 
communities, many of which are considered rare, depleted or endangered within the region 
and there are plant species of national, state and regional conservation significance. FoHH 
members work to restore habitat for vulnerable, near threatened, endangered faunal species 
such as Swamp Antechinus, Southern Brown Bandicoot, Hooded Plover and the critically 
endangered Orange Bellied Parrot. 
 
If you would like to participate in some of these activities please contact FoHH (see below). 
In our most recently completed project funded by Coastcare Victoria, we used an innovative 
method to weed-map hard to access areas of the foreshore reserve using a Remotely 
Piloted Aerial System (drone). High-resolution images identified pest plants pre-weeding that 
allowed for more targeted weed control & follow-up revegetation. The drone also imaged the 
area immediately post-weeding and post-revegetation at 13 months follow-up. If you would 
like a copy of this report go to: https://goo.gl/XUqpC1 
 
From 2018-2020 DELWP has funded us to conduct more weeding and revegetation, based 
on our last 5 years of systematic weed mapping across the coastal reserve. Over the three 
years of this project there will be several opportunities for community involvement in 
revegetation and weeding, and we’d really love your help — and/or friends & HH visitors who 
might like to contribute to caring for the foreshore.  
 
Those days will be advertised on our HHRRG Website: http://harmershaven.org.au/ or on 
Parks Vic Park Connect website where you can register your interest: 
https://www.parkconnect.vic.gov.au/Volunteer/public-planned-activity/ Or contact 
Rosemary Paterson (see below). 
 
Monitoring endangered hooded plovers — Summary as at 27.3.18 
Harmers Haven had four breeding pairs this summer, three regulars and one new pairing. 
Between them they had seven attempts, 19 eggs, only three hatchings with one successful 
fledgling. 
 
HP (in its 21st season and our oldest bird on the Bass Coastline) & unbanded partner 
(Nbs=no bands) have nested at the Coal Creek Estuary site for the most part of those 21 
seasons. They had one attempt with three eggs (unhatched) before HP went missing 
(presumed died). A new pairing Nbs & Nbs moved onto the Estuary site laying 2 eggs in 
their first attempt that failed. EA & mt/O produced the only fledgling on 27.3.18 from their site 
in the middle of Wreck Bay (initially three chicks). 
 
JS & Nbs had 3 attempts without any hatching from their two sites at Waterfall Creek and the 
Bay West of A21 steps. Fox and tide takes were the main cause of nest failure. 
 
3rd Bay N/W of Coal Point, HJ & Nbs had two attempts, the first yielded a single fledgling. 
They currently have two chicks yet to fledge from their 2nd attempt. 
 
Results of Bass Coast Mainland shoreline between Inverloch and San Remo: 
35 pairs utilised 43 nesting sites. We have 16 Fledglings to date with nine chicks yet to 
fledge at Powlett River West, Williamsons Beach and between Harmers Haven and Wilsons 
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Rd Cape Paterson. This is a good outcome for season 2017/18 considering the previous 
season had only 10. 
 
The successful fledge sites were Twin Reefs(1), The Oaks(3), Wreck Bay(1), Coal Pt 3rd 
Bay(1), Cutlers Nth(3), Powlett River West Bank(1), Powlett River West(6 from 2 sites), Bore 
Beach San Remo(1). 
 
Thanks again to everyone for the efforts you made to care for these vulnerable and 
endangered birds — by responding to signage & keeping dogs on leashes. If you 
would like to be involved in Hoodie monitoring contact Amaryll or Rosemary (see 
below). 
 
Fox control 
Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve is home to the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot. 
To help protect it, between March 3 and September 5, 2018, Parks Victoria is rolling out 
another red fox control program that includes 1080 baiting. For dog and cat owners, this 
means taking measures to protect your pet. To find out more go to: 
http://harmershaven.org.au/ 
 
Contacts for HHRRG & FoHH 
President: Ros Eason reason@cwu.org.au 
Treasurer & FoHH: Luisa Macmillan luisa_macmillan@yahoo.com 
Secretary: John Old marovichold1@bigpond.com 
Committee Member: Dave Lane dave_maria@zoho.com 
Committee Member: Helen Collyer collyer.helen@gmail.com 
Committee Member & FoHH: Amaryll Perlesz aperlesz@gmail.com 
Committee Member & FoHH: Rosemary Paterson rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com 
FoHH: Amanda Pearce Amanda.Pearce@vu.edu.au 
FoHH: Susie Walker furfarowalker@netspace.net.au 
From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group & Members of 
Friends of Harmers Haven. 

http://harmershaven.org.au/
dave_maria@zoho.com

