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April, 2019 
 
Hello Everyone, 

Early this morning I caught the eye of a sea eagle as it glided unusually low and parallel with the 
beach. We watched each other closely for a moment, the majestic raptor and the lone walker on a 
deserted Harmers Haven beach — a beautiful place for a chance encounter.  

Our Easter AGM will be held this year on Sunday, 21st April.  Hope you can make it —regulars & 
new residents at Harmers Haven, all welcome. The Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group 
(HHRRG) AGM will be held at 86 Viminaria Rd at 11am, followed by a BBQ. 

 
Proposed coastal walking track from San Remo to Inverloch 

Prior to the 2018 November State election the ALP pledged around $19 million to build a coastal 
walking trail and create new camping sites between San Remo and Inverloch. At present neither DELWP, 
the Bass Coast Shire Council nor the local community have been briefed or consulted in detail about this 
planned track and its potential impact on endangered coastal habitats, flora and fauna and the amenity 
of residents in small coastal townships. 

A community alliance seeking input and consultation from the Government re any future coastal 
track planning has been formed between the following groups: San Remo Foreshore Committee; 
Kilcunda Community Association; Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group — Friends of 
Harmers Haven; Friends of Wonthaggi Heathland; Cape Paterson Residents and Ratepayers 
Association; Peregrines Walking Group & South Gippsland Conservation Society (SGCS).   
This group has met a couple of times (as has our HHRRG executive) in order to clarify underlying 
principles that we would like adhered to if this plan is implemented: eg no destroying of existing 
vegetation & overall net gain of vegetation; existing coastal wildlife corridors should be preserved; the 
track should be narrow, ie a walking track, not established as a fire break or vehicular track; mountain 
bikes, cycling and horse riding should not be permitted on the walking track; there should be no fires 
allowed at any point along the track; existing camping grounds should be upgraded rather than building 
new ones. 

Moreover, there should be due consideration given to the amenity, privacy and security of 
local residents and their homes: There should be a minimum distance between the track and houses; 
and any campsites should be in areas where there are no houses. 
 HHRRG exec members (Rosemary, Ros & John) met with our local MP for Bass, Jordan 
Crugnale in March, 2019 to discuss all of the above issues and also to show her endangered and 
vulnerable habitats on our Harmers Haven foreshore that need protecting. 

In order to better understand, appreciate & ultimately protect the natural values of our coastal 
foreshore, HHRRG has engaged a local botanist, Alison Oates to do a biodiversity values study of flora 
(EVCs & plants of regional, state & national significance) & threatened fauna species within the Harmers 
Haven Coastal Reserve.  Alison begins her assessment after Easter. 
 
Bass Coast Shire Council’s Biolink Management Plan         
As part of the Bass Coast Shire Council’s (BCSC) biolink revegetation strategy in partnership with the 
Bass Coast Landcare Network (BCLN), the Council owned triangle of land at the western end of 
Viminaria Rd will now be planted out with 2040 Indigenous plants in early winter of 2019 (hopefully when 
the rain comes). We have selected these plants (44 species) on the basis of Geoff Carr’s 2003 
vegetation assessment of HH and a more recent vegetation assessment of abutting vegetation by local 
botanist Bronwyn Teesdale. We have asked three local nurseries to grow us these plants which will be of 
regional, state and national significance. The triangle will be fenced off & electrified (to keep out Andy’s 
cows), and all plants will be staked & guarded. A big thanks to Diana Whittington (BCSC), Dave Sutton 
(SGCS) & Dave Bateman (BCLN) for initiating this project in partnership with HHRRG.  We’ll need lots 
of HH volunteers to help with the fence building and planting in ??June/July.  
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Friends of Harmers Haven  
As noted in the previous newsletter, over the last five years Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH) 

has secured grants for over $100,000 for on-ground foreshore work. Our current (3-year) funding is from 
DELWP for a Biodiversity On-Ground Action grant. In the first year of that project (2018) contractors from 
Envirogain cut out extensive areas of a highly invasive plant Polygala (just north west from the Area 21 
sign), and more recently this year sprayed blackberries, dolichos and removed large woody weeds such 
as Pittosporum from Coal Creek (near Area 23). We have also had successful HH community weeding 
days removing Polygala (in June with 13 volunteers and with follow-up weeding days with small groups 
of volunteers in July & August 2018).  

 In the context of this grant FoHH has also successfully engaged with two volunteer secondary 
school groups — around 50 students plus teachers— each time, pulling Sea Spurge in the vicinity of 
Area 21. The removal of Sea Spurge, a highly invasive coastal plant allows room for the coastal spinifex 
to regenerate and play a more significant role in shaping the primary dune system.  One of the senior 
teachers involved in the Sea Spurge pulling day said it was one of the most meaningful community 
activities she had ever engaged in with her school!! 

You too could participate in some of these activities by contacting FoHH (see below). 
We will notify HH residents of planned weeding and planting days in 2019.  
One of our current Coastcare grant applications is in partnership with Cape Paterson Residents & 

Ratepayers Association that has been successfully controlling Sea Spurge from Cape Paterson through 
to Coal Creek at Harmers Haven (with DELWP funding). CPRRA holds weeding and planting days on 
the 2nd Saturday of each month and we encourage HH residents to join these events (not only because 
they are sometimes held on the HH foreshore) but because they are a lot of fun, it is an opportunity to 
meet local residents and the activity is always followed by a convivial meal. Contact CPPRA President 
Pete Muskens if you would like more details:  0427 427 913  petemusk@tpg.com.au  
 
Monitoring endangered hooded plovers  

We don’t have the final figures on eggs, chicks & fledglings for the Bass Coast 2018/2019 season. 
There were a lot of eggs lost to ravens, foxes and high-tides again this season.  But we did have a 
surprise successful fledgling whose proud parents no. 35 (a Phillip Island bird) and No Bands survived 
an egg roll out from their nest, subsequent high tides, and nearby fox prints to produce a healthy chick 
on the surf beach between Area 21 & Area 20.  

Thanks again to everyone for the efforts you made to care for these vulnerable and 
endangered birds — by responding to signage & keeping dogs on leashes.  If you would like to 
be involved in Hoodie monitoring contact Amaryll or Rosemary (see below). 
 
Fox control 
 Harmers Haven Coastal Reserve is home to the endangered Southern Brown Bandicoot. 
To help protect it, Parks Victoria rolled out another red fox control program (February/April) that included 
1080 baiting. For dog and cat owners, this means taking measures to protect your pet and there will be 
future baiting programs. To find out more go to: http://harmershaven.org.au/   

 
Contacts for HHRRG & FoHH  
President:        Ros Eason   reason@cwu.org.au 
Treasurer & FoHH:   Luisa Macmillan luisa_macmillan@yahoo.com 
Secretary:     John Old  marovichold1@bigpond.com 
Committee Member:   Dave Lane  dlmz@bigpond.net.au 
Committee Member:   Helen Collyer  collyer.helen@gmail.com 
Committee Member & FoHH: Amaryll Perlesz aperlesz@gmail.com  (newsletter writer) 
Committee Member & FoHH: Rosemary Paterson rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com  
 
From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group & Members of Friends of 
Harmers Haven  


