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Review of 2020 & continual weeding activities 
Due to Covid restrictions we were unable to hold any working bees during last year. 

The first one for this year which was to follow up weeding of sea spurge also was cancelled 
due to the short lockdown in February.   

Weeding work along the foreshore is a continual project for some dedicated 
residents who concentrate on boneseed, pittosporum, coprosma, thistles, polygala and cape 
honeyflower. Residents also let Parks Vic know when the blackberries are flourishing and 
the blackberries then get regularly sprayed.  

The wet winter has certainly produced a lot of weeds which will need to be attended 
to.  Thanks to Michael Bladen and Ann Berman, Nick and Rachel Ferris and others who put 
in many hours keeping the weeds down. 
 

Current Grants 
 HHRRG— Friends of Harmers Haven is currently acquitting three grants finishing in 
2021. 

1. DELWP funded On-Ground Biodiversity Grant (weed removal and revegetation) 
2. Coastcare Vic funded Sea Spurge removal 
3. Coastcare Vic funded Cape Honeyflower removal 

 

Yallock/ Bulluk Trail 
Yallock Bulluk walking trail. 

 

The HHRRG has participated in a number of activities in relation to this project since our last 

AGM. We have 

* made a submission to the Parks Victoria public consultation on the walking trail. It's on our 

website.  

* liaised with the Yullock Bulluk Coastal Alliance in the development of their submission 

(also on the website). 

* met with relevant Bass Coast Council officers with a view to developing shared goals for 

the trail project. (See October Newsletter.)  

* maintained informal contact with Parks Victoria about progress of the trail plan.  

 

The second phase of this project, including a draft plan for the walking trail, was scheduled 

for completion in August 2000. At the time of writing this report, however, the draft Structure 

Plan had yet to see the light of day. 
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The latest information from the Department of Water, Environment, Land and Planning 

(DWELP) had suggested a draft would be released in March 2021 - a 7 month blow-out of 

the original timetable.  

 

Undoubtedly, much of this delay can be attributed to Covid 19-related constraints on 

movement and engagement. It is also likely, though, that the trail designers (Hassell) have not 

found it easy to satisfy the conflicting aims of their brief ie on the one hand "universal" 

access to a trail promoted as a primarily coastal walk and, on the other, environmental 

protections/enhancements. 

 

Their task will have been made all the harder by the very limited budget $19.6m) allowed for 

this quite ambitious project.  

 

Members will be alerted as soon as the draft is released so that everyone has an opportunity 

to have input into the next stage of the process and into any formal response by our group.  

 

 

Opportunities to be involved 
 

Friends of Harmers Haven have working bees for planting and weeding. Join our email 

list so you will know when they are scheduled. 
 
The next one is in combination with Cape Paterson Residents and Ratepayers on Saturday 
10th April. Meet at Wreck Bay carpark at 9.30am.  
This one is focussed on removing sea spurge. The sea spurge removal program was started a 
number of years ago by Cape Paterson R & R Association and Harmers R & R Group has 
joined the project and extended the area of coastline from the Heathlands track to Cape 
Paterson. Both groups were successful in obtaining Coastcare funding to start the initial 
weeding and now need volunteers to continue the work. The sea spurge contributes to 
changing the shape of the dunes and makes it very difficult for the hooded plovers to find 
appropriate nesting places. 
 

Volunteering Victoria 
Some Harmers Haven volunteers generously answered some questions for Volunteering 
Victoria last year about their experiences weeding and revegetating.  Thank you to those 
who completed the survey. If you have any ideas about how to improve the experience of 
volunteering or communicating better about what we do, please get back to us. Here are 
some results from that survey: 

1. Respondents said they would benefit from further training from Coastcare Victoria 
We will keep an eye out for just such opportunities.   

2. Concerns were expressed about the sustainability of our volunteering activities as 
some of us get older.  We need to attract more diverse groups of volunteers (eg 
younger people, families with younger children, and a wider range of participants 
from diverse community groups, schools, surf life-saving, faith & youth groups 
TAFE’s etc). Recruiting new volunteers and encouraging them to return for future 
HHRRG – FoHH activities is a challenge when coastal volunteers have so many 
competing priorities 
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3. It was additionally suggested that the impact of Friends of Harmers Haven be 
promoted more within the broader community through different avenues eg write-
ups in local newspapers, online posts or newsletters,9eg The Sentinel Times, Bass 
Coast Post, South Gippsland Conservation Society’s newsletter etc not solely at our 
HHRRG AGMs or on Facebook. 

 
 

Victorian Marine & Coastal Council Awards 
Friends of Harmers Haven in partnership with Cape Paterson Residents & Ratepayers 
Association were short-listed for a VMACC Award in 2021 for the voluntary work we have 
done in partnership over the last 10 years.  The award ceremony was on-line and the 
organisers talked about some of our local achievements including: building the footbridge at 
Coal Creek Estuary; the Orange Bellied Parrot that landed on the bridge railings; our 
biodiversity preservation work; weed mapping & weeding; and revegetation.  
 

Great Victorian Fish Count 
Wreck Bay was again a site for this great program which takes snorkellers and divers to look 
at our underwater world. This year about 35 people took part and enjoyed good conditions.  
Amongst the more interesting sightings were wobbegongs, port jackson sharks, several 
different sorts of rays and stingarees and a bronze whaler shark! 
 

Hooded Plovers 
Very sadly there was no successful breeding along the Harmers Haven Coast this year. Tides 
were very high and unknown predators raided the nest, near the Coal Creek entry which 
was looking good for at least a couple of weeks 
The Bass Coast Friends of the Hooded Plovers is a group of dedicated volunteers who 
monitor the breeding. Steve Johnson is the very knowledgeable leader. Contact 
hoodieman198@gmail.com 
 
 
Several other organisations and groups which monitor and care for the local environment 
are 
Reef Watch – a marine citizen science program.  It includes the Great Victorian Fish Count 
which was held at Wreck Bay and Shack Bay this year 
Sea Slug census, also part of the ReefWatch program 
For more information on these and other programs go to vnpa.org.au 
 
Birdlife Australia has a program locally –the Birdlife Bass Coast Outing Program,  
basscoast@birdlife.org.au 
Also The Aussie Backyard Bird Count, takes place in October 
 

Burns on the Heathlands 
In response to residents concerns, Amaryll contacted, Brian Martin, Parks Vic, Wonthaggi 
who supplied the following information 
 

 Parks Victoria as part of Forest Fire Management Victoria (FFMVic) provides pre-burn 
notifications to adjoining landholders and identified key stakeholder groups. Local Harmers 

mailto:hoodieman198@gmail.com
mailto:basscoast@birdlife.org.au
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Haven residents have the opportunity to register at https://plannedburns.ffm.vic.gov.au/ for 
planned burn notifications. Planned Burn Victoria is an opt-in system that you can customize 
to your particular notification needs. The system notifies people when a local planned burn 
is close to being ignited.  

  
 Information around dealing with the impacts of smoke can be accessed 

at https://www.ffm.vic.gov.au/bushfire-fuel-and-risk-management/smoke and up to date 
information on the planned burns is available on the Vic Emergency App that can be 
downloaded 
from https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/respond/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk8byw8nF7wIVVQ4
rCh1wDgnOEAAYASAAEgJ-CvD_BwE 

  
 The Wonthaggi Heathland burns are relatively small in size and ecological in nature. The 

main emphasise is to maintain a healthy mosaic of vegetation age classes across the 
landscape and in particular promote suitable habitat for the Eastern Spider Orchid, Southern 
Brown Bandicoot and a variety of other species. The invasion of Coastal Tea 
Tree Leptospermum laevigatum within the Heathlands is a huge threat and as such a great 
deal of effort is also taken to “treat” that particular species prior to the burning of each 
block. This treatment involves mechanically “rolling” the Tea Tree in an effort to maximise 
the impact of the burn on the Tea Tree. i.e kill it 

  
 The planning of burns within the Wonthaggi Heathland is undertaken by Parks Victoria as 

the land manager. Technical assistance is provided by DELWP Biodiversity Officers, 
researchers from the Eastern Spider Orchid Recovery Program and FFMVic assist with the 
delivery of the burns. 

  
 The Heathland burns are part of the state-wide Joint Fuel Management Program (JFMP) that 

manages fuel on public and private land and provides an integrated and risk focused bushfire 
management approach. The Country Fire Authority (CFA) and FFMVic is committed to working as 
one sector, planning and delivering fuel management activities across public and private land. 
Including a greater sharing of resources, vehicles and other equipment, with CFA local brigade 
involvement on public land burns, and FFMVic involved beyond public land boundaries. 

  
 Given that the Heathland Burns are planned around specific weather related prescriptions 

and resource availability it’s not really possible to provide more notice other than that which 
was outlined in the above mentioned. 

  
If you have any other queries please give Brian Martin a call. 

 
To stay informed and to join the email list  send your contact details to John Old  
 

Contacts for HHRRG & Friends of Harmers Haven  
President:            Ros Eason   reason@cwu.org.au 
Treasurer & FoHH:   Luisa Macmillan luisa_macmillan@yahoo.com 
Secretary:     John Old  marovichold1@bigpond.com 
Committee Member:   Helen Collyer  collyer.helen@gmail.com 
Committee Member & FoHH: Amaryll Perlesz aperlesz@gmail.com   
Committee Member & FoHH: Rosemary Paterson rosemarypaterson7@gmail.com  
 
From the Executive of the Harmers Haven Residents & Ratepayers Group & Members of 
Friends of Harmers Haven  
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