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6th September 2021 
 
The Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio MP, 
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, 
Level 16, 
8 Nicholson St, 
East Melbourne, 
Victoria 3002 
 

Dear Minister, 

YALLOCK BULLUK ACCESS AND INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN: NEED FOR LOCAL INPUT IN NEXT 
PHASE OF PROJECT 

We are writing in relation to our concerns about the plan to create a new multipurpose trail 
within the Yallock Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park, extending the George Bass Coastal Walk 
between San Remo and Inverloch.  

Specifically, we are seeking your commitment that the next phase of the project will allow 
opportunities for informed input by communities into local design and construction choices 
affecting environmental values, local character and resident/ratepayer amenity in their 
area.  

We are also asking that submissions to the second round of public consultations on plans for 
the trail be released in full. 

The Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group: Friends of Harmers Haven (HHRRG) is 
an incorporated association established to represent the interests and views of the 
community of Harmers Haven, a hamlet on the Bass Coast some 7 kilometres to the south of 
Wonthaggi and immediately abutting the Park. 

The Draft Access and Infrastructure Plan (AIP) developed for the Park proposes that the new 
trail pass through Harmers Haven, with access to the hamlet and its surrounds facilitated 
from both the beach and the Wonthaggi Heathland. We understand that this plan has been 
adopted by Parks Victoria and will be recommended to government. 

Our specific concerns about the impact of this proposal on Harmers Haven have been 
explained in our submission to Parks Victoria during the public consultation process. The 
submission is attached for your reference. Our broader concerns relate not only to the AIP 
itself but also to the process which has led to its being adopted.   

As you will be aware, the Access and Infrastructure Plan (AIP) for the Yallock Bulluk Marine 
and Coastal Park has had quite a long gestation. In 2019, prior to the engagement of 
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consultants to develop a full AIP, a preliminary route for a trail running between San Remo 
and Inverloch was developed by Parks Victoria and made public.  This route did not include 
access to or transit through Harmers Haven.  

When an initial public consultation about the walking trail was subsequently held in 
May/June 2020 the HHRRG submitted that the trail should direct walkers over the 
Wonthaggi Heathlands and into Wonthaggi rather than through Harmers Haven.  

We considered that such a route would have commercial advantages for the Wonthaggi 
township while avoiding some of the more obvious practical difficulties and environmental 
disadvantages of the current proposal e.g. barriers to beach access at high tide, the impact 
of increased human presence on vulnerable coastal species such as the Hooded Plover and 
the threat to vegetation and habitat on sensitive areas of the Heathland. 

This position was supported by other Bass Coast communities in the submission of the 
Yallock Bulluk Coastal Alliance to the Round 1 consultation. 

We understood at the time that such a route was seen by decision makers as having some 
merit. However, by the time the Draft Access and Infrastructure Plan prepared by Hassell 
consultants was released for comment in May 2021 it appeared that it had been determined 
that the trail would go through Harmers Haven.  

No public explanation for this decision has ever been offered by either Parks or DELWP. 

We consider these agencies have not been sufficiently responsive to the concerns expressed 
by our community as articulated during both the first and the second round of 
consultations. We acknowledge that a Covid-dominated context creates challenges to 
consultation. Nevertheless in our view the consultative process, as it evolved, came to bear 
more resemblance to a market research exercise than a genuine public policy debate.  

We know we are not alone in this opinion. There is, in particular, a widespread view among 
Bass Coast community groups that the Draft AIP gave insufficient attention to the potential 
environmental impacts of the trail and that their members’ close knowledge of the areas 
through which it is intended the walk will pass has been given insufficient weight.  

We understand this view was articulated in several submissions during Round Two of 
consultations. We question why these submissions have not been made public. 

This omission is particularly surprising as the Collection Notice at the bottom 
of https://engage.vic.gov.au/yallock-bulluk says: If you do not wish your submission to be 
published… please select the appropriate tickbox in the survey or contact us 
at ParkPlan@parks.vic.gov.au. 

This implies that the submissions would be published — just as they lie within the scope of 
the Freedom of Information Act 1982. We are deeply concerned about this lack of 
transparency in a public consultation process and ask that you make available to the public 
all submissions from Round 2 of the consultation process.   
 
We do not accept that a collated summary of submissions, compiled by DELWP & Parks 
Victoria officers, is equivalent to the public having open access to a non-redacted variety of 
community members’ views. Even such a summary itself is not yet available. 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/yallock-bulluk
mailto:engage@parks.vic.gov.au
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In sum, we believe that the development of the Access and Infrastructure Plan, as indeed its 
name suggests, has been skewed towards facilitating park access while minimising 
acknowledgement of the very real environmental threats posed by increased access to 
these sensitive coastal areas. 
 
The Draft Access and Infrastructure Plans anticipates there being some 50,000 to 60,000 
visitors to the park per year within 3 to 10 years and up to 230,000 day and 400,000 
overnight visitors per year by 2035. This is an order of magnitude well above current beach 
and coastal foreshore visitation levels to Bass Coast.  In combination with the fast growing 
regional development in Bass Coast Shire, such volumes have the potential to destroy 
environmental values and threaten Commonwealth (EPBC) and State listed species and 
habitats. 
 
They may also change the existing character of coastal settlements irrevocably. 
The threats are real. Effective management of them requires mutually respectful 
partnerships and consultation between land managers, community representative 
associations and conservation volunteers. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Ros Eason,  

President  

Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group: Friends of Harmers Haven. 

Email: roseason1234@gmail.com 

 Amaryll Perlesz 

Co-convenor,  

Friends of Harmers Haven.  

Email: aperlesz@gmail.com. 
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