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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH THE SAN REMO TO INVERLOCH WALKING TRAIL? 

YALLOCK BULLUK DRAFT ACCESS AND INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

     September 2021 

Members will know that our group has opposed aspects of the San Remo to Inverloch 

“walking” trail that is to be a centrepiece of the Yallock Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park. You 

will recall too that the “walking” trail is actually a dual purpose trail for both pedestrians and 

bikes, including electric bikes. 

Along with other community groups along Bass Coast, we’ve made our views known to 

Parks Victoria, the managers of the project, and to the Victorian Government’s Department 

of Environment, Water, Lands and Planning (DEWLP) over two rounds of community 

consultations about their plans (the Access and Infrastructure Plan or AIP).  

Over the last 15 months, representatives of our group have participated in Zoom meetings 

and public consultation sessions about the trail proposal. We have also made two 

substantial submissions to Parks Victoria. 

The submissions are up on our website.  

They address both our general concerns about the environmental impacts of the proposed 

trail and more specific issues affecting members such as the proposal to run the trail close 

to houses at the west end of Viminaria Road i.e. through the cleared area between the 

houses and the foreshore. 

THE STATE OF PLAY 

Although the final version of the plan for the trail hasn’t been released yet, we believe it will 

not differ much from the draft plan put forward by the project’s consultants (Hassell) in May 

this year. 

In other words, the trail will definitely come through Harmers Haven, both via the beach and 

via the Wonthaggi Heathlands.  

On the positive side, the trail will use existing access pathways rather than create new ones. 

The downside is that there will be an increase in traffic through Harmers (i.e. walkers, 

cyclists and cars) and increased pressure on the environmental character of the beach, the 

foreshore and Wonthaggi Heathlands. 
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The HHRRG is continuing to try to find ways of preventing or mitigating the impacts of this 

plan. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 

On 10 August, our representatives met with the local state Member of Parliament, Jordan 

Crugnale, to brief her on our concerns about the trail, especially in relation to the plan to 

run it close to the west end houses and through environmentally sensitive areas of the 

Wonthaggi Heathlands.  As a result of that representation, Jordan organised a further 

meeting at Harmers on 20 August. Representatives of Parks and DELWP also attended. 

The message that our representatives took away from that meeting was that there were to 

be no significant changes made to the Draft AIP as a result of our (or other community 

groups’) submissions and no further opportunities for formal consultation. 

We have told Jordan that we are disappointed with the Parks/DELWP approach and have 

asked her to continue to advocate for us to them.  

WHERE TO FROM HERE?  

Since the meeting on 20 August we have received further clarification from Parks about 

some of the details of the trail which have been of particular concern to us. We understand 

that: 

 While the trail will go between the foreshore and the houses at the west end of 

Viminaria Road (2-22) it won’t be designed for bikes, just for pedestrians. 

 There may be opportunities to screen this section of the trail by doing some 

revegetation behind the houses. Those affected would have a say in any such 

proposal. 

 There is no plan to create a new “dune walk” at or through Harmers – a possibility 

we were worried about and opposed in our submissions. 

 There are no plans to build toilet blocks or to enlarge carparks at Harmers. (This was 

confirmed at the 20 August meeting.)  

These are all positive outcomes. But the main thrust of the proposal is unchanged and the 

construction of a dual purpose trail through the Wonthaggi Heathlands and into Harmers 

remains a big concern. 

This would obviously involve both widening much of the existing track and, in at least some 

places, creating new surfaces and infrastructure to make it accessible to cyclists. This would 

not only change the character of the walk we know today but would also involve new risks 

to sensitive vegetation and habitat. 

MAKING OUR VOICES HEARD 

It’s important that both the final decision makers (i.e. the state government) and local 

representatives like politicians and councillors continue to hear what community members 

think about the dual purpose walking trail. 
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We have written to the relevant Minister, Lily D’Ambrosio to tell her that we think the 

whole consultative process has been flawed and that Parks and DELWP have not engaged 

seriously with our community. We’ve asked her to guarantee that we and other groups like 

ours along the coast have input into the next phase of the project. 

The letter is attached. Members wanting to get involved could send their own letters. You 

can, if you like, use this one as a starting point. 

At a local level, members can send a message to Jordan Crugnale asking her to support the 

recommendations we made in our most recent submission to Parks Victoria and, in 

particular, to press for us to be involved in future decisions about the design and 

construction of the trail affecting Harmers Haven.  

We expect the final version of the Access and Infrastructure Plan to be released soon. We’ll 

report to members again when that happens. 

 

Ros Eason 

President 

 

********** 


