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The last 12 months have been quite busy ones for our Association, with the issues raised by the 

creation of the Yallock Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park continuing to be at the forefront of our 

concerns and activities. 

YALLOCK BULLUK WALKING TRAIL 

As reported to members previously, a final Access and Infrastructure Plan for the Park was released 

in November 2021 after a lengthy public consultation process.  

At the centre of the plan is the proposal for a multiple-use trail between San Remo and Inverloch. Its 

route is largely unchanged from earlier drafts. It will go through Harmers Haven but will not involve 

the creation of a new trail running right along the back of the south-side houses.  

It will not involve the creation of any new access points to Harmers, either from the beach or from 

the Wonthaggi Heathland, although some existing pathways will be upgraded. The cleared area 

behind the south-side houses at the west end of Harmers will be part of the trail but will not be 

upgraded for dual purpose (i.e. bike) use. 

Our submissions during the different phases of the consultation process are on our website, as are 

other relevant documents (reports, letters). They focussed on the difficulty of creating a multi-

purpose trail through the Park without compromising environmental values and the amenity of 

residents of coastal communities like our own. 

During the consultation period we also engaged with our local Member of Parliament Jordan 

Crugnale, with the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Lily D’Ambrosio and with 

representatives of Parks Victoria. As a result we are confident that our community will have further 

consultation opportunities during the implementation phase of the project. 

LIVING NEXT TO A PARK 

While the main focus of our Park-related activities over the last year has been the walking trail, it is 

becoming apparent that the incorporation of the Harmers Haven foreshore into a Marine and 

Coastal Park has further implications for our community.  

The legislation that has created the Park also gives new powers to Parks Victoria to enable them to 

fulfil their management role. In time this may mean a more interventionist approach than we are 

used to, particularly in relation to such issues as beach access and disturbance of vegetation. 

Our Committee of Management (i.e. Executive) has had some preliminary discussions with Parks 

about how such issues will be handled in the future and have been assured that Parks favours a 

collaborative approach. For our part, we have indicated that we are keen to work with Parks on any 

community engagement/consultation activities in future. 



We will keep members informed of any opportunities to engage with Parks about issues of 

community concern. 

ON A MORE PERSONAL NOTE…. 

As I will not be in Australia at the time of this year’s AGM (I am in Canada for the birth of my 

daughter’s first child .. and my first grandchild) I will leave it to other Committee of Management 

members to fill in any further details around these and other issues. 

I imagine, though, that many members will already know that I am not renominating for the position 

of President this year. I have been in the role for some 20 years now and think that by anyone’s 

reckoning that’s enough. 

Our community has seen many changes over that time and is almost certainly set to see more in the 

coming years. We can anticipate that wider trends (climate change, population growth, increased 

access to once relatively remote and little-known coastal areas such as ours) will continue to pose 

many challenges to the character of Harmers Haven.  

To meet them effectively we need, I believe, a strong Association, one which is as broadly based as 

our small but quite diverse community allows and one to which any and all residents and ratepayers 

who support our broad aims are able to contribute.  

So in wishing you well with your discussions at this AGM I would also take this opportunity to thank 

you all for being part of our Association and to encourage you to involve yourself in our activities this 

coming year…and to bring a neighbour with you. 

 

 


