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Harmer’s Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group 

Minutes of meeting of AGM 11am Sunday 4 April 2021, 143-147 Viminaria Road 
 

Present: Ros Eason, Rosemary Paterson, Val Grant, Dave Lane, Maria Zerella, Luisa Macmillan, Ron 

Thomas, Graeme Keady, Helen and John Laing, Nick and Rachel Ferris, Chris Sferrazza, Kevin and Deb 
Simpson, Jesse Sago, Mark Levy, Don Reigel, Ursula and Werner Thienert, Gabriel for Tess Edwards, 
Daniel Banens, John Old, Luciano Furfaro, Susie Walker, Paul Harper, Lois Harper, Geoff Ellis, Darren 
Juurdain, Maarten Bruin, Andy Schrape, Terry Pedersen, Judy Pedersen. 
. 

Apologies: Diana McLachlan, Amaryll Perlez, Annamarie Perlesz, Helen Collyer, Chris Larner, Uli 

Michel, David and Ellen Hubble, Stephanie Brown, Richard Tanter, Tess Edwards .  
 
(33 attendees, 11 apologies) 

1 Welcome 
Ros welcomed all attendees, and apologised for late change of venue. Werner and Ursula Thienert’s kind 
offer of their larger space was accepted, especially as enabling better social distancing.  
A round of introductions was carried out. 

2. Minutes of previous AGM, 2020 

A number of minor changes were moved, and the minutes then confirmed. 
Moved, Luisa Macmillan, seconded Jesse Sago  

3 Business arising 
Will be dealt with as it arises in course of reports below 

4 President’s Report 
Ros mainly spoke to her report circulated before the meeting about the Yallock Bulluk Park, the state 
government’s proposed coastal walking track from San Remo to Inverloch. HHRRG has now made a formal 
submission about the proposal, which is posted on our website. In our submission we have stated we have 
no overall objection to the proposal, but registered our principles of concern, highlighting the need to protect 
the amenity of residents, vegetation and landscape.  We have suggested that for these reasons the path 
should not pass through Harmers Haven. Our submission was supported by the Coastal Alliance, which is a 
grouping of community groups similar to ours throughout Bass Coast potentially affected by the proposed 
walking trail. 
 
In summary the whole proposal seems to have stalled for the time being because of difficulties such as how 
to site a coastal trail from Inverloch to Cape Patterson, and the limited budget of $19 million.  
 
Issues arising from public consultation and a questionnaire are that people want the path to access beaches 
(problematic in many places eg Inverloch/Cape Patterson), costs and maintenance of any toilets, cost of 
signage. 
 
Ros noted that the draft plan for the trail proposal was meant to be ready by August 20 2020, then March 30 
2021, but still has not appeared. (NOTE: the draft plan was made public shortly after our AGM and is 
now available.) 
  
Ros also mentioned attending a meeting with the Victorian Marine and Coastal Council about the use of 
volunteers in various activities in organisations like ours. 
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The president’s report is available on our website. 
 

Various points as below were then raised in discussion. 
 
We lobbied candidates in the recent local government elections to state their positions on the Yallock Bulluk 
proposal. This exercise appeared worthwhile as almost all candidates responded to us.  
 
Parks Victoria’s planned burns on the Wonthaggi Heathlands 
Recently large volumes of smoke became visible north of Harmers Haven, to the concern of some 
members. This was one of Parks Victoria’s planned burns. PV has since notified HHRRG that these burns 
are notified on the PV website, and also that residents can subscribe to a notification service if they wish, to 
receive alerts when a burn is proposed. 
 
Newly elected councillor Letitia Laing is a good contact on Yallock Bulluk matters. NB some Wonthaggi 
councillors and traders would like to see the trail routed through Wonthaggi, in the interests of increased 
business in the town.  
 
Dinosaur Walk proposal seems to have gone to sleep. This proposal is a Council tourism related idea, to 
place art works along the existing Rail Trail. 
 
Connection of San Remo to the Punch Bowl end of the George Bass Coastal Walk: Council also 
supposed to spend money for this purpose. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
Most matters already covered in previous report and discussion. John reminded members to pay dues via 
bank transfers if not paying cash on the day. 
  

Treasurer’s Report 
Luisa tabled the financial report for calendar year 2020, our financial year. We are in a good financial 
position, with a balance of $14,035.06 at 31/12/20. This is largely due to grants previously secured by the 
Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH), which accumulate especially because FoHH do not take out 
administrative and other costs. This year because of Covid 19 we did not secure new grants, and in general 
our financial activity was down. 
 

Report of Friends of Harmers Haven (FoHH) Report 
Rosemary presented the report. It is available on our website. We have funding under three grants, for sea 
spurge and other weed removal and revegetation activity. 
Good rains this summer have promoted weed growth so members are encouraged to pull out weeds on 
foreshore when they see them. 
Rosemary reiterated point about possibility of registering to receive notification of Parks Victoria burn offs if 
desired. 
HHRRG and our Cape Paterson sister organisation were finalists in the Coastal Awards this year. 
Note the Sea Spurge working bee this Saturday. Meet in Wreck Bay carpark at 9.30 am. 
  
Rosemary noted the success of this year’s Great Victorian Fish Count at Harmers and Shack Bay and 
invited members to participate in this fun acivity next time, Keep eyes open for announcements towards end 
of year. 
Planting of triangle at northern end of Viminarai Road. Jesse noted the 80 to 90% success rate of this 
planting, the cutting back of weeds for a firebreak, and invited members to keep an eye on this planting. 
 

Motion: that all the above reports be accepted. Moved Jesse, seconded Luciano. Carried.
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Election of office bearers for 2021 
President declared all positions spilled. Ros noted the need for new office bearers in the future, ie a 
transition strategy. 
All incumbents were willing to re-stand, and three additional members Chris Sferrazza, Mark Levy and Jesse 
Sago indicated interest in joining the executive.  
A motion was therefore passed that all positions be rolled over and the three additional interested members 
be added to the executive. Proposed Maria, seconded Helen Laing. Carried.  
 
Office bearers. President Ros Eason, Treasurer Luisa Macmillan, Secretary John Old. Helen Collyer, 
Amaryll Perlesz, Rosemary Patterson are also on Executive. . Chris, Jesse, Mark added to Executive.  
 
Rosemary, Amaryll and Luisa to continue as Friends Sub-committee 
 

Other Business 
 
Rachel and Nick raised issue of somewhat strident letter received from Council about preventing rubbish 
blowing out of bins and in addition the necessity to put rubbish bins away. Jesse suggested some 
communication he had had with the Council on this issue may have prompted the Council’s letter. Meeting 
determined to take no action at present. 
 
Luciano raised issue of article in Sentinel Times about a Development Plan for the area, and whether there 
was a danger of our town boundaries being extended. Geoff explained that the Plan is just regular Council 
activity, not related at all to any town boundaries issue. No need for concern. 
 
Jesse noted that the Council has expressed interest in increasing koala numbers in the area, through its 
Biolinks program, and that suitable gum tree seeds are available from the Wonthaggi Seed Bank. Jesse will 
circulate the email address of the seed bank 
 

Meeting closed 12.30 pm. BBQ followed.  

 
 
 


