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HARMERS HAVEN RESIDENTS AND RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION: 

FRIENDS OF HARMERS HAVEN 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

25 APRIL 2022 

 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM 

3. Business arising from the Minutes. 

4. Reports 

    . President's report 

    . Secretary's report 

    . Treasurer's report 

    . Friends group report. 

5. Election of Officer bearers and committee members. 

There are four office-bearer positions that need to be filled, plus four general 

member positions, as detailed below. If we receive more nominees than 

vacancies, an election will be held. Further nominations will be accepted before 

and at the AGM. 

Position Current (2021) Nominations received for 2022 

President Ros Eason John Old 

Vice President   Jesse Sago 
 

Secretary  John Old  

Treasurer  Luisa Macmillan Luisa Macmillan 

General Committee 

Members (up to 4) 

Amaryll Perlesz 

Rosemary Paterson  

Chris Sferrazza, 

Helen Collyer 

 

Amaryll Perlesz 

Rosemary Paterson  

Chris Sferrazza 

Helen Collyer 
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6. Special Business: Adoption of Statement of Purpose 

According to the regulations specified by Consumer Affairs Victoria (CAV), 

incorporated associations such as HHRRG need to include a Statement of 

Purpose in their rules and lodge this with CAV. The Executive committee has 

formulated the following statement of purpose and recommends its adoption.  

Motion: That the following statement be adopted as the Statement of Purpose 

for the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group 

The purpose of the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers 

Group/ The Friends of Harmers Haven is to: 

1. Maintain, enhance and protect the natural environment and 

cultural values of Harmers Haven and its surrounds; and 

2. Preserve the landscape, character, amenity and scale of 

Harmers Haven and its surrounds. 

 

7. Special Business: Lot 25 Subdivision 

As you are aware there is an application currently before Bass Coast Council to 

subdivide this land, creating two titles where currently there is just one, and also 

to allocate a significant proportion of the remnant to a large building allotment. 

The amended version of this application has just been lodged and can be 

viewed on the Council website at https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/building-

planning/advertised-planning-applications 

The Executive Committee is opposed to this application and seeks the support 

of members for the following motion: 

That the Harmers Haven Residents and Ratepayers Group/Friends of 

Harmers Haven (HHRRG) opposes the application presently before the 

Bass Coast Council to subdivide the land Lot 25, 60-76 Viminaria Road 

Harmers Haven, and accordingly HHRRG authorises its Executive 

Committee to prepare and lodge an objection to the Council.  

https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/building-planning/advertised-planning-applications
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/building-planning/advertised-planning-applications
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The members of the committee, almost all of whom have spent many years 

seeking to preserve the character of Harmers Haven and protect its wildlife and 

native vegetation, earnestly request your support for this motion.  

 

Lot 25, situated in the heart of Harmers Haven and completely covered in native 

vegetation stretches along the road for 280 metres, and makes an irreplaceable 

contribution to the ongoing semi-rural character of the place. It has remained on 

one title since the late 1950s, and the present owners bought it as such, in the 

full knowledge of the failure of several past attempts to subdivide it. The 

Committee sees no reason why our community needs to acquiesce in a 

renewed subdivision proposal involving a significant reduction in the remaining 

native vegetation and wildlife habitat of Harmers Haven. 

 

We reiterate that we fully recognise the right of the applicants to build a single 

house on Lot 25. Our objection is to the proposed excision of an additional 

building block, and to the scale of the whole proposed project with its extensive 

removal of remnant coastal vegetation. This amounts in total to more than 3000 

m2 or nearly 30% of the entire Lot 25.  

 

The proposed additional block to be excised, Lot 1, is 1053 m2 in area. Its 

building envelope and bushfire defendable space take up the entirety of the lot. 

This means that all the native vegetation on this lot must be cleared. It is also 

worth noting that this block is almost twice the area of the average for blocks on 

the south side of Viminaria Road. 

This subdivisional element of the application can in no way be described as 

environmentally motivated. It is a simple commercial initiative. 

 

The second building allotment proposed, Lot 2, is 2244 m2 in area. The whole 

of this area, more than three times the average size of building blocks on the 

south side of Viminaria Road would if approved need to wholly or ‘partially 

cleared’ (building envelope plus bushfire defendable space and other 

requirements). 
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The Committee does not think a subdivision can be justified as it means that 

almost all the existing native vegetation of these areas, comprising nearly 30% 

of the whole of lot 25 would be lost as a consequence. 

 

What the Committee hopes for is that the Council rejects this application (or the 

applicants withdraw it) and that the applicants then abandon any subdivision 

attempt and reconcile themselves to keeping Lot 25 on one title as they bought 

it, as previous owners have had to do. Perhaps they might then propose a 

subsequent plan whereby they allocate a more reasonably sized building area 

for themselves at the drier western end of the lot. The applicants could then 

work towards seeking to preserve the rest as bushland in perpetuity, as they 

have expressed interest in doing in the past. 

 

The Committee is the more hopeful that the Council may reject the application 

because Council’s own policy frameworks recognise the value of preserving the 

existing character of Harmers Haven. Under the Department of Environment, 

Land, Water & Planning (DELWP’s) recently released draft Distinctive Area & 

Landscapes (DAL) planning for Bass Coast Shire seeks to retain Harmers 

Haven’s ‘distinctive character as a small, compact, residential community with a 

diversity of dwellings on a mix of conventional and low-density residential lots.  

 

Further grounds for expecting that the Council may reject the application are 

that since the 1980s there have been several previous attempts to subdivide 

Lot 25, which have all failed. It is hard to see why the present Council would 

depart from these precedents. 

 

A 1986 subdivision proposal for Lot 25 was for 8 lots plus a Reserve for 

Municipal Purposes. The then Borough of Wonthaggi refused to issue a permit 

for the subdivision.  
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This refusal was subsequently upheld by the Planning Appeals Board which 

stated that the site formed “an integral part of a very environmentally significant 

part of an important segment of the South Gippsland coastline”. 

In 2001 there was a renewed attempt, this time to divide Lot 25 into 5 lots. This 

proposal attracted many objections, including from the Harmers Haven 

Foreshore Committee of Management, our predecessor organisation, on the 

grounds of the high potential for adverse and unacceptable environmental 

impacts. This proposal ultimately lapsed. It is likely the environmental 

significance of Lot 25, the constraints this significance put on development, and 

the identification of these matters in the 1986 ruling were major factors in the 

application not proceeding.  

 

A study by A. Oates in 2019 confirmed the high significance of the vegetation at 

Harmers Haven, the importance of this vegetation as habitat for a number of 

rare species, including the Southern Brown Bandicoot and the Swamp 

Antechinus, and the role of the Harmers Haven indigenous vegetation as a part 

of a strategic bio link in Bass Coast. 

 

The Committee believes we should do what we can to preserve our remaining 

vegetation and wildlife habitat wherever possible. A resolution by the AGM of 

HHRRG to oppose this latest subdivision application will help to do this. 

 

John Old 

Secretary 

HHRRG 

 

 
 

 

 


